
 

 

Media Coverage of the Kroc Institute’s Report  
on the Status of Peace Accord Implementation on the One-Year 

Anniversary of the Signing of the Final Agreement 

December 6, 2017 

The Kroc Institute’s Barometer project received widespread media coverage in Colombia 
and internationally for the presentation of its first official report on the status of 
implementation of the Colombia peace accord. The report was released at a press 
breakfast in Bogota on November 16, just ahead of the one-year anniversary of the 
signing of the accord and the beginning of the implementation process.  

Summary of coverage 

Between November 16th and December 4th, the Kroc Institute was mentioned 106 times 
in Colombian and international media, for an average of more than 5 press hits a day 
over the past three weeks. Some stories quoted the Kroc report and used its figures but 
did not mention the Institute by name, while others mentioned Kroc directly.  

Prominent coverage and in-depth analyses appeared in major Colombian media, 
including El Tiempo, El Espectador, Semana, Noticias Uno and Verdad Abierta, as 
detailed below. The estimated readership and viewership of mentions of the Kroc 
Institute in these media outlets of Colombia is 12 million people. 

Many of the press hits came from references to the Kroc Institute by President Juan 
Manuel Santos during his speech on the anniversary of the peace accord signing. The 
President mentioned Kroc three times and directly used a phrase from the executive 
summary of the Institute’s report, saying that while some assessments of the 
implementation process tend to show the glass half-empty, a comparative analysis 
shows “as the Kroc Institute says, a glass half-full.” Santos used the same phrase in his 
Twitter messages that day. That phrase was also picked up and used by FARC leader 
Rodrigo Londoño after a meeting with the President. This suggests not only presence in 
the media but influence with the main political actors. References about the glass half-
full were all over the media during those days.  

Examples of prominent coverage 

Below are descriptions of the main Spanish-language press hits in Colombia: 

El Tiempo: The most important and widely read Colombian newspaper. The 
editor mentioned the Kroc Institute and some of the most important data of the 
report for an in-depth article in a five-page special about the first anniversary of 
the peace accords. The article was published in the print version on Sunday 



 

 

November 19th and can be read in its online version here: 
http://www.eltiempo.com/politica/proceso-de-paz/efectos-en-colombia-tras-un-
ano-de-la-firma-del-acuerdo-de-paz-con-las-farc-152740 

• Estimated readership: 2.3 million readers for Sunday print edition and 
250,000 online readers per day.  

• Almost 10 million followers in Facebook and Twitter.  

El Espectador: The second most important news magazine in Colombia, 
especially for opinion articles and news analysis. It provided a detailed analysis of 
the report and presented infographics with some of its data: 
https://www.elespectador.com/noticias/paz/una-implementacion-que-avanza-
media-marcha-articulo-723543  

• Estimated readership: One million online readers (it has only one print 
version per week). 

• Almost eight million followers in Facebook and Twitter. 

Revista Semana: The most important news magazine in Colombia, with strong 
influence among decision makers and political leaders. It was the first news 
outlet to publish an in-depth analysis of the Kroc report: 
http://www.semana.com/nacion/articulo/acuerdo-de-paz-informe-instituto-
kroc-de-la-universidad-de-notre-dame/547368  

• Estimated readership: 500,000 readers online and one and a half million 
in the print version. 

• Almost seven million followers in Facebook and Twitter.  
 
Semana’s influential opinion columnist María Jimena Duzán wrote an article 
mentioning the Kroc Institute report and urging the government to pay attention 
to its recommendations: http://www.semana.com/opinion/articulo/resultado-
del-proceso-de-paz-en-un-ano-de-implementacion/548544 

• Estimated readership: One million readers online per week. 
• Followers of Duzán on Twitter: 722,000  

 
Duzán also directs the most important television discussion show in Colombia, 
Semana en Vivo, which interviewed Barometer program director Borja Paladini 
about the Kroc Institute report. The program can be seen here: 
http://www.semana.com/nacion/multimedia/a-un-ano-de-la-implementacion-
de-los-acuerdos-de-paz-el-vaso-esta-medio-lleno-o-medio-vacio/548770 

• Estimated viewership: three million people per day.  
• Followers of Semana en Vivo in Twitter: 623,000 
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Verdad Abierta: An initiative of Revista Semana and Fundación Ideas para la Paz 
(Ideas for Peace Foundation) that specializes in coverage of the conflict and the 
peace process. The publication included analysis and data from the Kroc Institute 
in two special journalistic works about the implementation process: 
http://www.verdadabierta.com/procesos-de-paz/farc/6821-la-reforma-rural-
integral-a-fuego-lento and http://www.verdadabierta.com/procesos-de-
paz/farc/6822-participacion-politica-un-balance-agridulce  

• Estimated readership: 250,000 readers online per week. 
• Almost 100,000 followers in Facebook and Twitter.  

Noticias Uno: Considered the best television newscast in the country, the station 
broadcast an interview with Borja Paladini that can be viewed here: 
https://canal1.com.co/noticias/instituto-kroc-califico-estado-actual-una-
preocupacion-grande/  

• Estimated viewership: two million people every weekend. 
• Almost two million followers in Facebook and Twitter. 

 
Other relevant media hits: 
 

• France 24 in Spanish: Three mentions of Kroc and an interview with Borja 
Paladini: http://www.france24.com/es/la-entrevista/20171201-instituto-kroc-
acuerdos-farc  

• Deutsche Welle in Spanish: Interview with Borja Paladini: 
http://www.dw.com/es/acuerdo-de-paz-en-colombia-completadas-solo-17-de-
las-medidas/av-41416521  

• City TV (local channel): Senior Barometer program analyst Carolina Naranjo 
Escobar participates in a television debate with two million estimated viewers: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EkVBpW6vMgc  

• Noti5 (local channel): Carolina Naranjo Escobar is interviewed in a local 
newscast from Cali: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7j4aXPgf3gQ  

• An Associated Press article published in The Washington Post mentioned the 
Kroc Institute report. The article was widely syndicated in the United States and 
other countries: https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/the_americas/peace-
in-colombia-fragile-year-after-historic-deal-with-farc/2017/11/24/f46e0e28-
d0d4-11e7-a87b-47f14b73162a_story.html?utm_term=.4f1da58ac28f  
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This review of press coverage was prepared by media consultant Nubia Rojas, who 
managed communications strategy for the release of the Kroc Institute report in Bogota. 
A full listing of media links is in the annex. 
 
The English-language version of the Executive Summary of the Kroc Institute’s 
November 2017 report on the status of implementation of the Colombia accord is 
attached as Appendix B, and is available here: 
https://kroc.nd.edu/assets/258961/171127_english_version_of_kroc_institute_report
_executive_summary.pdf  
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Annex: List of Media Coverage 

 

El Tiempo 

1. The editor-in-chief wrote a long 
article published in the Sunday, 
November 19 (most read) print 
version, as part of a special reprint on 
the first year of the signing of the 
peace agreement. In it he mentions 
the Kroc Institute and includes a 
graph based on data from his report. 
The note can be seen in web version 
here: 

http://www.eltiempo.com/politica/proceso-de-paz/efectos-en-colombia-tras-un-
ano-de-la-firma-del-acuerdo-de-paz-con-las-farc-152740.  
 

2. The Kroc Institute is also mentioned in the newspaper editorial on that same 
date: http://www.eltiempo.com/opinion/editorial/un-avance-muy-esperado-del-
acuerdo-de-paz-con-las-farc-152802.  

List of Mentions: 

3. November 23: "A peace that came to stay." Analysis column of President Juan 
Manuel Santos, special for the Group of Diaries of America (GDA), 
http://www.eltiempo.com/politica/proceso-de-paz/santos-conmemora-un-ano-
de-la-firma-del-acuerdo-de-paz-con-farc-154668.  
 

4. November 24: "Government and FARC reviewed the progress of 
implementation." El Tiempo, with statements by President Santos 
http://www.eltiempo.com/politica/proceso-de-paz/gobierno-y-farc-pasaron-
revista-al-avance-de-la-implementacion-155158.  
 

5. November 25: "Santos ratifies the government's commitment to the peace 
agreement." El Tiempo, with statements by President Santos, 
http://www.eltiempo.com/politica/gobierno/santos-ratifica-compromiso-del-
gobierno-con-el-acuerdo-de-paz-154920.  
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6. November 26: "The UN was, at least, imprudent." El Tiempo Interview with High 
Commissioner for Peace Rodrigo Rivera, 
http://www.eltiempo.com/politica/proceso-de-paz/entrevista-a-rodrigo-rivera-
sobre-polemica-por-informe-de-la-onu-sobre-exguerrilleros-155332. 

 

El Espectador 

7. November 16: "An implementation that advances halfway." Analysis article on 
the report, https://www.elespectador.com/noticias/paz/una-implementacion-
que-avanza-media-marcha-articulo-723543. 

List of Mentions: 

8. November 20: "Final final agreement". Column of Daniel García Peña in El 
Espectador, https://www.elespectador.com/opinion/acuerdo-final-final-
columna-724253.  
 

9. November 23: "The main challenge of reincorporation is safety: Rodrigo Rivera." 
Statements by the High Commissioner for Peace, 
https://www.elespectador.com/noticias/paz/el-principal-reto-de-la-
reincorporacion-es-la-seguridad-rodrigo-rivera-articulo-724643.  
 

10. November 24: "How are the reincorporation of the members of the FARC and the 
ETCR?" https://www.elespectador.com/noticias/paz/como-van-la-
reincorporacion-de-los-miembros-de-farc-y-los-etcr-articulo-724818.  
 

11. November 24: "The task of building peace will not be too big for us." Statements 
by President Santos, https://www.elespectador.com/noticias/paz/la-tarea-de-
construir-la-paz-no-nos-va-quedar-grande-santos-articulo-724884.  
 

Colombia 2020 

12. November 20: “Reconciliation needs spaces of mutual recognition: director 
Instituto Kroc," Interview with Borja Paladini Adell, 
https://colombia2020.elespectador.com/pais/la-reconciliacion-necesita-
espacios-de-reconocimiento-mutuo-director-instituto-kroc.  

List of Mentions 

13. November 19: "Reincorporation and Reconciliation, themes of the Colombia 
2020 national meeting". Colombia2020, from El Espectador, announces the 
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participation of Borja Paladini Adell in the event, 
https://colombia2020.elespectador.com/pais/reincorporacion-y-reconciliacion-
temas-del-encuentro-nacional-colombia2020.  

 

Semana 

14. November 16: "The accountability process for peace." Article on the report, 
http://www.semana.com/nacion/articulo/acuerdo-de-paz-informe-instituto-
kroc-de-la-universidad-de-notre-dame/547368.  
 

15. November 16: "Representative in Colombia of the Kroc Institute explains report". 
Semana magazine, video, http://www.semana.com/on-
line/multimedia/representante-en-colombia-del-instituto-kroc-explica-
informe/547370.  
 

16. November 27: "Balance of the first year of the peace agreements." Borja Paladini 
Adell in the televised debate Semana en Vivo, the most watched in the country, 
http://www.semana.com/nacion/multimedia/a-un-ano-de-la-implementacion-
de-los-acuerdos-de-paz-el-vaso-esta-medio-lleno-o-medio-vacio/548770.  
 

List of Mentions: 

17. November 23: "The labyrinth of peace, after a year of signing." Semana magazine, 
http://www.semana.com/nacion/articulo/primer-ano-de-implementacion-del-
acuerdo-de-paz-con-las-farc/548329.  
 

18. November 25: "Challenges." Column of María Jimena Duzán in Semana 
Magazine, http://www.semana.com/opinion/articulo/resultado-del-proceso-de-
paz-en-un-ano-de-implementacion/548544.  
 

Verdad Abierta 

19. November 20: "The integral rural reform, on a slow burn." Special of Open Truth 
on the first year of implementation of the peace agreement, 
http://www.verdadabierta.com/procesos-de-paz/farc/6821-la-reforma-rural-
integral-a-fuego-lento.  
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20.  November 21: "Political participation, a 
bittersweet balance." Special by Verdad 
Abierta on the first year of implementation 
of the peace agreement, 
http://www.verdadabierta.com/procesos-
de-paz/farc/6822-participacion-politica-
un-balance-agridulce.  
 

Radio Nacional de Colombia 

21. November 21: Interview with Borja 
Paladini Adell in La Señal de la Mañana, 
news and opinion space most listened to on 
the radio station. 

List of Mentions 

22. November 21: "The advances exist, the agreements are being fulfilled: Santos." 
Interview with President Santos, 
https://www.radionacional.co/noticia/actualidad/los-avances-estan-los-
acuerdos-se-vienen-cumpliendo-santos.  
 

23. November 24: "A year of the signing of peace: between political struggles, 
challenges and advances." With information from Colprensa, 
https://www.radionacional.co/noticia/paz/ano-de-la-firma-de-la-paz-entre-
luchas-politicas-retos-avances.  

 

Señal Colombia 

24.  Interview of the MIMBRE program on the implementation of the peace 
agreement, with Borja Paladini Adell. 

 

Canal Uno 

25.  November 20: "The Kroc Institute described the current status of the peace 
agreements as a 'big concern' ". Interview by Borja Paladini Adell with Noticias 
Uno, https://canal1.com.co/noticias/instituto-kroc-califico-estado-actual-una-
preocupacion-grande/. 
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70. November 24: "Santos after meeting with Timochenko: we agreed that the glass 
is half full." The FM Radio with tweet of President Santos, 
https://www.lafm.com.co/nacional/santos-tras-reunion-con-timochenko-
estuvimos-de-acuerdo-en-que-el-vaso-esta-medio-lleno/.  
 

71. November 24: "Peace in Colombia Fragile Year After Historic Deal with FARC". 
Stars and Stripes (USA), with information from Associated Press (AP), 
https://www.stripes.com/news/americas/peace-in-colombia-fragile-year-after-
historic-deal-with-farc-1.499366.  
 

72. November 24: "Peace in Colombia fragile year after historic deal with FARC." The 
Washington Post, with information from Associated Press (AP), 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/the_americas/peace-in-colombia-
fragile-year-after-historic-deal-with-farc/2017/11/24/f46e0e28-d0d4-11e7-a87b-
47f14b73162a_story.html?utm_term=.e9f53552e346.  
 

73. November 24: "Santos and R. Londoño agree on periodic meetings to evaluate 
progress of the peace agreement." El Espectador, with information from Agencia 
Efe, https://www.elespectador.com/noticias/politica/santos-y-r-londono-
acuerdan-reuniones-periodicas-para-evaluar-avances-del-acuerdo-de-paz-
articulo-725024.  
 

74. November 24: "365 days writing the post-conflict." Regional newspaper La Patria 
(Manizales), http://www.lapatria.com/nacional/365-dias-escribiendo-el-
posconflicto-399325.  
 

75. November 24: "Santos ratifies government commitment to the peace agreement 
with the FARC." El Periodiquito (Venezuela), 
https://elperiodiquito.com/noticias/76182.  
 

76. November 25: "International Institute sees progress in the first year of post-
agreement." Teleantioquia News, 
http://www.teleantioquia.co/featured/instituto-internacional-ve-avances-en-el-
primer-ano-de-posacuerdo/.  
 

77. November 25: "The glass of peace is half full", Regional newspaper Eje21 (Eje 
Cafetero), with statements by the High Commissioner for Peace Rodrigo Rivera 
and President Juan Manuel Santos, http://www.eje21.com.co/2017/11/el-vaso-
de-la-paz-esta-medio-lleno/. 
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78. November 25: "We will continue to honor the agreements." El Pilón, regional 

newspaper (north coast), with statements by President Juan Manuel Santos at 
Teatro Colón, http://elpilon.com.co/seguiremos-cumpliendo-los-acuerdos-
santos/.  
 

79. November 25: "Agreed meetings for implementation of peace agreement." 
Telesur, with President Santos tweet, https://www.telesurtv.net/news/Gobierno-
de-Colombia-y-FARC-acuerdan-reuniones-para-implementacion-del-Acuerdo-
de-Paz-20171125-0003.html.  
 

80.  November 25: “Colombian President commemorates the first year of the peace 
accord signing with FARC.” Agencia china Xinhuanet, con declaraciones del 
presidente Juan Manuel Santos en el Teatro Colón, 
http://spanish.xinhuanet.com/2017-11/25/c_136777696.htm.  
 

81. November 25: "Santos and Timoshenko, to unlock the agreement." El 
Colombiano (Medellín), with statements by President Juan Manuel Santos at the 
Teatro Colón, http://www.elcolombiano.com/colombia/santos-y-timochenko-a-
destrabar-el-acuerdo-GA7763585.  
 

82. November 25: "Santos and Timochenko agreed to hold regular meetings to 
evaluate the progress of the peace agreement." Infobae (Argentina), with 
President Santos tweet, 
https://www.infobae.com/america/colombia/2017/11/25/santos-y-timochenko-
acordaron-realizar-reuniones-periodicas-para-evaluar-los-avances-del-acuerdo-
de-paz/.  
 

83. November 25: "Colombia: a year after the peace, doubts arise for the continuity of 
the agreement." LetraP (Argentina), http://www.letrap.com.ar/nota/2017-11-25-
1-45-0-colombia-a-un-ano-de-la-paz-surgen-dudas-por-la-continuidad-del-
acuerdo.  
 

84. November 25: "Colombia: a year after the agreement, peace is still waiting." The 
NTR Journal (Guadalajara, Mexico), 
http://www.ntrguadalajara.com/post.php?id_nota=86772.  
 

85. November 25: "Colombia, despite the peace, faces a confusing scenario." The 
Universal (Venezuela), 
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http://www.eluniversal.com/noticias/internacional/colombia-pesar-paz-
enfrenta-escenario-confuso_679047.  
 

86. November 25: “Colombia’s President admits problems with peace agreement 
with the FARC.” RT Deutsch https://deutsch.rt.com/newsticker/61193-
kolumbiens-praesident-raeumt-probleme-bei-friedensvertrag-mit-farc-ein/.  
 

87. November 26: "President Santos' request to Colombians a year after signing the 
peace." Interview of Colprensa published in the regional newspaper El País (Cali) 
with President Juan Manuel Santos, http://www.elpais.com.co/proceso-de-
paz/la-peticion-del-presidente-santos-a-los-colombianos-un-ano-despues-de-
firmar-la-paz.html.  
 

88. November 27: "A year after Colombia's peace deal with FARC, problems persist." 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, http://www.post-
gazette.com/news/world/2017/11/26/A-year-after-Colombia-s-peace-deal-with-
FARC-problems-persist/stories/201711260288.  
 

89. November 27: "Protection is imperative for social leaders." News in the CM 
newscast and Central Issuance (min 18:30), 
https://canal1.com.co/emision/emision-central-27-noviembre-2017/.  
 

90. November 27: "The last straw." Column of Gustavo Gómez Córdoba in the 
regional newspaper La Nación, http://www.lanacion.com.co/2017/11/27/el-
acabose-2/.  
 

91. November 28: "Making an agreement a reality is not simple or automatic: 
Instituto Kroc". Regional newspaper La Opinión (Cúcuta), 
https://www.laopinion.com.co/politica/hacer-realidad-un-acuerdo-no-es-
simple-ni-automatico-instituto-kroc-144496.  
 

92. November 28: "Implementation of the final agreement halfway between the 
outgoing government and its successor". Column of Juan Manuel Charry in Week 
Magazine, http://www.semana.com/opinion/articulo/implementacion-del-
acuerdo-final-medio-camino-entre-gobierno-saliente-y-sus-sucesor/548880.  
 

93. November 29: "Implementation of the Final Peace Agreement leaves a 
bittersweet balance." Article by Alejo Vargas, director of the Center for Thinking 
and Following the Peace Dialogues of the National University of Colombia, 
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http://unperiodico.unal.edu.co/pages/detail/implementacion-del-acuerdo-final-
de-paz-deja-un-balance-agridulce/.  
 

94. November 29: "The good, the bad and the ugly, a year of the agreement". Column 
of opinion of Juan Manuel López in Las2Orillas, https://www.las2orillas.co/lo-
bueno-lo-malo-y-lo-feo-al-ano-del-acuerdo/.  
 

95. November 30: "We know how to work and take the lead: a year after the signing 
of the peace agreement with the FARC, is the glass half empty or half full? BBC 
World, http://www.bbc.com/mundo/noticias-america-latina-42172986.  
 

96. December 1: "The agreement and the world." Opinión column by Fernando 
Cepeda Ulloa in El País (Cali), 
http://m.elpais.com.co/opinion/columnistas/fernando-cepeda-ulloa/el-acuerdo-
y-el-mundo.html.  
 

97. December 1: "One year of the peace agreement: is humanitarian action still 
necessary in Colombia?" Alcázar de San Juan.com (Spain), 
https://alcazardesanjuan.com/un-ano-del-acuerdo-de-paz-sigue-siendo-
necesaria-la-accion-humanitaria-en-colombia/; Original publication of the 
Institute of Studies on Conflicts and Humanitarian Action- IECAH, 
http://iecah.org/index.php/articulos/3306-un-ano-del-acuerdo-de-paz-sigue-
siendo-necesaria-la-accion-humanitaria-en-colombia.  
 

98. December 1: "Mistrust increases." Mention in Semana Magazine, 
http://www.semana.com/nacion/articulo/aumenta-la-desconfianza-a-un-ano-
de-los-acuerdos-de-paz/549353.  
 

99. December 1: "Kroc Institute: 'only 17% of what was agreed in the Havana 
agreements has been completed." Interview of the director of France 24 in 
Spanish Álvaro Sierra with Borja Paladini Adell, http://www.france24.com/es/la-
entrevista/20171201-instituto-kroc-acuerdos-farc.  
 

100. December 3: "In spite of everything, peace with the FARC has no turning back," 
El Tiempo, http://www.eltiempo.com/politica/proceso-de-paz/analisis-la-paz-
con-las-farc-no-tiene-reversa-157868.  
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101. "What was and was not a year of 'Fast Track'." The Herald (Barranquilla), 
https://www.elheraldo.co/politica/lo-que-fue-y-no-fue-un-ano-del-fast-track-
431018.  
 

102. December 4: Opinion Borja Paladini: One year after the signing of the peace 
agreement with the FARC. UdeA Noticias TV, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z6YOr-ckw14.  
 

103. December 4: Opinion Borja Paladini: Citizen's trust in the peace process. UdeA 
TV News, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YpqCnQa2n2c.  
 

104. December 4: Interview of Borja Paladini Adell with RCN La Radio 
 

105. December 4: Interview of Borja Paladini Adell with Blu Radio 
 

106. December 5: Entrevista de Borja Paladini Adell with La Cariñosa 
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